
   MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2020 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Timothy Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

James N. Lloyd; James P. “Sean” Viars; Geary 

Jonas; Michael Duncan; Peggy Hash 

     

Council Members Absent:        None 

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present:   
 

All council members and administration were present via Zoom virtual meeting.   Council 

Chambers were open, and a laptop connected to the meeting was available for citizens to listen 

or speak during citizen’s time. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Viars to approve 

the minutes of the September 8, 2020 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by 

a vote of five (5) for:  Jonas, Yontz, Viars, Duncan, Hash; zero (0) against. 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

Mayor Litz stated that he would like to address Council as a citizen.  Mayor Litz explained that 

the town office was instructed to remove the Thin Blue Line flag from the pole located in front 

of the town hall.  He stated that as a citizen the Thin Blue Line flag should stay up.  Mayor Litz 

stated that he is in support of our town Police Chief.   He would like to invite anyone that does 

not support the flag to contact him through the town office.  Town Manager Childers stated the 
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Thin Blue Line flag was given to Chief Breedlove.   Town Manager Childers placed the flag on a 

utility pole in front of the town hall to represent appreciation of our Police Department. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

Town Manager Childers reported that he was contacted by a female individual that is not a 

citizen of the town and wishes to remain anonymous.   She stated the Thin Blue flag is a sign of 

Nazism and racism.  She stated that the flag has been flown in protests against minorities.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that Chris Catron also called and requested that the flag be removed 

because it is a sign of white supremacy.  Mr. Catron stated that he would call the media and the 

ACLU if the flag is not removed.  Councilmember Jonas stated that the flag is to support police 

officers.  He added that the flag supports every police officer in America regardless of race.   

 

7:11 pm – Jim Lloyd joined the meeting. 

 

Councilmember Lloyd stated that he researched the flag and policeman have worn the Thin Blue 

Line flag emblems when breaking up white supremacy riots.  He stated that there is not a ruling 

that it is a sign of racism.  Councilmember Lloyd stated that a complaint made without 

identifying yourself should not warrant any action.  Councilmember Jonas stated that if the 

person complaining is not a citizen of the Town of Rural Retreat then, he does not care what they 

think of the town’s actions.   Chief Breedlove stated that the Thin Blue Line is a symbol of 

brotherhood among police officers.   

 

Vice-Mayor Yontz suggested that Council goes back to meeting in person at the Town Hall since 

the COVID19 cases are not increasing.  Mayor Litz agreed that Council should meet in person.  

Town Manager Childers stated that we can meet in person as long as social distancing is 

followed. 

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove stated that he drove 1,084 miles, made 3 arrests, and wrote 2 tickets.  He added 

that the radar sign is currently on Church Street.  He stated that the individual that was 

previously reported speeding on Church Street has been spoken to by himself and a County 

Deputy.   

 

Councilmember Viars stated that he noticed the radar sign on Church Street, and he appreciates 

all he does for the town.   

 

Councilmember Duncan asked Chief Breedlove if he has a body camera.  Chief Breedlove stated 

that he does, but he does not use the device.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – Town Manager Childers reported that the project remains 

on hold due to COVID-19. 
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NEW BUSINESS  

 

2020 PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX RELIEF RATE – Treasurer Patton read a memo that was 

sent to Council regarding the 2020 Personal Property Tax Relief Act (PPTRA).  The town’s 

share of the tax relief is $17,068.  The town must apply the tax relief to qualifying vehicles.  The 

tax relief is applied based on the vehicle’s assessed values.  Treasurer Patton reported that she 

calculated the 2020 tax relief rate at 40.10%.  This is a 1.98% increase from the 2019 rate.  A 

motion was made by Vice-Mayor Yontz and seconded by Councilmember Jonas to approve the 

2020 PPTRA rate of 40.1%.  The motion passed by a vote of six (6) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, 

Viars, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

RURAL RETREAT VOL EMERGENCY SERVICE – Councilmember Duncan reported that the 

Rescue Squad had 73 calls in July and 69 calls in August.  He added that the new ambulance will 

be titled to Wythe County.  The ambulance will be equipped with equipment from Rural Retreat.   

Councilmember Duncan stated that County Administrator Bear stated he would discuss the title 

of the new ambulance with Town Manager Childers when it arrives in December. 

 

Councilmember Duncan stated that the Rescue Squad would be training with the fire department 

to cross train members when they are on calls together.  The Rescue Squad will be holding a 

fundraiser in November.  Councilmember Duncan added that the Rescue Squad would like to 

purchase body cameras and bullet proof vests.   

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton reported that the tax ticket conversion is 

underway.  The town is currently 12th in line, and the data should be converted into the town’s 

software system by the middle of October.  She added that tax tickets should be mailed in early 

November if everything goes as planned. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that he and Treasurer Patton discussed purchasing new tablets for 

Council members since the meetings are virtual during COVID-19.   Treasurer Patton stated that 

she will check on prices.  Councilmember Hash stated that she knows someone that can give the 

town a price as well.  Councilmember Duncan asked Town Manager Childers if the cost can be 

covered by CARES Act funds.  Town Manager Childers stated that it would be eligible for 

reimbursement with the CARES Act funds. 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – CHICKEN ORDINANCE – The 

Personnel, Ordinances & Legal Matters committee met and discussed the proposed ordinance.  

Town Manager Childers stated that adopting the ordinance will require a public hearing.  The 

committee will recommend adopting the ordinance that was presented with some minor changes.   

The changes to the ordinance include reducing the number of chickens from six to four, and 

since the town does not have an animal control officer that the Town Manager and Police Chief 

will govern the ordinance.  Councilmember Viars asked if Council could have a copy of the 

ordinance to review before the public hearing.  Town Manager Childers stated that he will 

forward it to each member after the amendments are made.  Councilmember Viars asked if the 

chickens would be allowed to be free range.  Town Manager Childers stated that the ordinance 

has stipulations to the number of chickens and that they must be contained. 
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Town Manager Childers stated that on November 4, 2020 he will be giving his depositions for 

the pending lawsuit. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Town Manager Childers reported that the Lane Group is working with 

the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) for Phase One of the I & I project. 

 

Mayor Litz read the water accountability for July and August.  July the water loss was 33 % and 

August was 35%. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that the committee needs to meet to 

discuss the event after January 1, 2021.  Treasurer Patton stated that the contract for the main act 

will be executed and returned.   

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that he received the grant application for businesses to apply for 

CARES Act funds.  He asked David Manley to make a couple of changes to the application.  He 

should receive the revised application tomorrow. 

 

Town Manager Childers reported that the town in conjunction with Cedar Springs Trout Farm, 

and Carrington Place at Rural Retreat have planned an event for  the residents of Carrington 

Place to fish for trout from a tank.  Rick Hilton with Cedar Springs Fish Farm will donate 130 to 

150 trout.  Two 2,100-gallon drop tanks from Town of Wytheville and Town of Rural Retreat 

fire departments have been provided.  The town office employees donated fishing poles and 

accessories.  Town Manager Childers thanked Rick Hilton, town office employees, the fire 

department and town employees that made this possible.  47 residents will have the opportunity 

to trout fish tomorrow.  Chief Breedlove and Town Manager Childers will be tested for the 

Coronavirus and their temperatures taken.  They will be placing bait on hooks, taking the fish off 

the hooks, and placing them in coolers to eat or place the fish back in the tank to be caught again.  

Councilmember Hash stated that the patients have not been outside since March.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that this is something that should cheer the patients up.   

 

Councilmember Duncan asked if there has been any decision made on Halloween this year.  

Town Manager Childers stated that the town will follow the County.  Town Manager Childers 

stated that some localities are opening public places and inviting trick-or-treaters to receive 

treats.  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for September 22, 2020 were read and approved. 

 

Councilmember Viars stated that the town is invested in the E-911 dispatch system due to the 

payment the town makes each month to the system.  He stated that since the town is invested in 

the system and he would like to see the dispatch problem addressed.   Town Manager Childers 

asked Councilmember Duncan if the meeting with the County was held.  Councilmember 

Duncan stated that the meeting did not take place.  Town Manager Childers stated that he will 

meet with Darlene Laing to discuss the issues with dispatch. 
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ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


